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KCCP-CLCC

JICA Knowledge Co-Creation Program “Creating Leaders for Clean Cities”

- The "Creating Leaders for Clean Cities" course is available only for master’s
students.

- The master's thesis will focus on solid waste management.
- Currently, three universities are accepting students:

(D Hokkaido University, Hokkaido (Global Environmental Management)
Research studentship(RS): Sept 2026 - Mar 2027
Advance to Master's course after completing of RS: Apr 2027 - Mar 2029
@ Toyo University, Tokyo (Regional Development Studies)
Sept 2026 - Sept 2028
(3 Nagoya University, Nagoya
(Environmental Engineering and Architecture, or, Civil and Environmental Engineering)
Sept 2026 - Sept 2028

- All classes are conducted in English.




Schedule

December
2025

January
2026

February
2026

March
2026

Around
April
2026

May 2026
onwards

September
2026

Start of recruitment

Application deadline

University pre-screening based
on recruitment information

Notice of Pre-screening Results

Exam period (varies by university)

Successful applicants prepare for
travel to Japan

Arrival in Japan, enrollment

HQ— Offices — JICA Projects’ counterparts,
national/local government, etc

Applicant — Applicant's organization — Office — HQ

HQ — Universities — HQ

HQ — Offices — Applicants
HQ will pay entrance exam fees for the
successful applicants of pre-screening

(Applicants may apply directly.)

Toyo University and Nagoya University : Sept 2025 - Sept 2027
Hokkaido University :

Research studentship: Sept 2025 - Mar 2026

Advance to Master's course: Apr 2026 - Mar 2028



Qualifications

- English: TOEFL iBT 80/ TOEFL PBT 550/
ILETS 6.5/ Duolingo 115 (Nagoya Univ.; 110) or higher

* Applicants who do not meet at least one of these scores will not advance to the pre-screening.

* Toyo University does not require English qualifications for applicants from countries where English is
the official language, as stated on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan's website.

* At Hokkaido University, students may proceed to the Master's Program after completing a six-month
Research Student period. Please note, however, that Duolingo scores are not accepted as part of the
required qualifications at that stage. Applicants must meet one of the following requirements:

TOEFL iBT 80/ TOEFL PBT 550/ ILETS 6.5

- Educational background: Bachelor's degree or higher

* Proof of enrollment (including the enrollment period), graduation, and grades must be provided. If
documents are not in English, translations may be required. The office staff are kindly requested to
ensure that the submitted documents, including translations, are accurate and complete.

- Age and Experience: May be subject to consideration.




Key Criteria tor Universities

During pre-screening|
- Bachelors’ Scores (Hokkaido University, Nagoya University)

- Research plan

o As the course is two years, the research topic should be specific, with a clear research
method.

o Please refer to the next slide and review the research plan on the theme of “Solid Waste
Management” prepared by the applicant.

'During the exam]

*applicants who have passed the pre-screening will only be interviewed.

- Explanation of the research plan (understanding of the problem)
- English proficiency



About Research Plan

{Ineffective example)
- Theme: Create a national strategy
- Research method: Gather opinions from various people

(Effective example)
- Theme: Reducing the largest amount of (e.g., organic) waste in
(e.g., hometown)

Research method:  Conduct a literature review and visit Japanese facilities to
identify effective waste reduction methods. Perform a
field survey to quantify the waste and propose a solution
tailored to local conditions (e.g., market and geographical
factors of existing facilities).

* This research example won an award at an international conference for its successful results,
where the waste was composted and returned to the agricultural sector.



NMessage from HO

-The recommendations from JICA Projects’ counterparts are highly valued, as they can enhance the
synergistic effects of the project.

- The examination fee for English qualifications can be covered by JICA if applicants fulfill the
necessary conditions (one-time fee only).

- Although a copy of the passport is required during the application process, some applicants may
prefer to obtain their passport after passing the exam since JICA does not cover the cost of
issuance. However, please ensure that it is submitted before the exam. (Submission can be
postponed until after passing the pre-screening.)

- There have been instances where applicants canceled their visit to Japan after being accepted due
to unforeseen issues. For example, some applicants and their organizations were unaware of the
studying abroad conditions stated by their country’s ministry. (e.g., a required b-year tenure as a
oublic officer). To prevent such cases, we recommend that the office verifies these conditions with
the applicant's organization at the beginning of the application process.

- In certain countries, successful applicants enter formal agreements with their organization, either
resigning with the intent to rejoin after completing their degree or confirming continued
employment after their studies. Please confirm the applicant's employment status with their
organization before they move to Japan and share this information with HO.
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